


The focus for todayé

ÅPublications

ÅPodcasts

ÅBlogs

ÅSocial media

ÅTraining 

ÅPiggybackingé





Writing for publicationé



The audit iceberg

ÅLots of clinical audit projects 
have been published over time

ÅBut only a fraction of clinical 
audit articles are published in 
core journals (approx. 7.5%)

ÅConsider what journals and 
publications you could submit 
your work to

ÅThere are a growing number of 
online journals that feature 
clinical  audit projects 

ÅReminder: most leading clinical 
journals only publish completed 
clinical audit cycles.





Start hereé with your audit title



Top Tip!



Writing tipsé.



The Hunter Style of Writing 
(Guidance by Nancy Dixon)

ÅWe are trained to write in the 
gatherer style

ÅEssays and dissertations 
require us to prepare 
arguments, share viewpoints 
and this means we gather 
information to inform those 
discussions

ÅA hunter style of writing 
allows the author to use a 
systematic process and 
define what the audience will 
read about organizing ideas 
into a logical structure



The Hunter Style of Writing 
(Guidance by Nancy Dixon)

ÅDecide who the intended 
readers of what you are 
going to write are likely to be 
interested in

ÅGet the specifications of what 
you are going to write from 
the publisher

ÅGet your ideas down and test 
them yourself for clarity

ÅOrganise your ideas to get 
them across to your readers

ÅEdit your own writing before 
you submit your paper



Steps to improve your writing 
(Nancy Dixon)

ÅSimplify rather than complicate your writing
ÅUse the shortest words possible

ÅUse an active rather than a passive voice

ÅKeep sentence to 20-25 words

ÅTry to keep paragraphs to 6 sentences

ÅRemove unnecessary punctuation

ÅRemove jargon

ÅReview the structure of your paper and the headings 
ÅCheck if you have followed the structured prescribed by the journal

ÅRewrite paragraphs until your ideas are described in the clearest and 
simplest way

ÅRecheck the overall meaning
ÅHave you shared your most important ideas clearly

ÅIs what you hope readers will get from reading your paper stated as clearly 
as possible



Characteristics of a published audit

(R. Banarsee - BMJ article)

ÅAuditing the right topic
ÅMeasure best practice

ÅOf interest to other organsations

ÅLarge prospective sample
ÅGeneralisable results

ÅLinked to research or service 
innovations
ÅAudit often generates research questions 

and research can complement audit

ÅHaving a completed clinical audit 
cycle
ÅWeôve said it before makes sure the clinical 

audit includes a QI/change process

ÅArticles must be submitted to the right 
journals in the right way
ÅWrite in the journal format, take note of 

author guidance and house-style



Get others to help youé



Write one row at a time*

*Journals typically allow 3000-5000 words per article



Not all óauditsô are auditsé





Brilliant podcast

ÅPodcast by Selene and Therese

ÅTherese involved in never event 
ï butterfly clip left inside patient

ÅLed to her looking into CA and QI

ÅUndertook a simple audit in 
theatre that identified:
ÅIssues verbalizing checks of kit

ÅMajor surgery needing longer than 6 
mins to account for equipment

ÅPoor documentation

ÅStakeholders agreed changes

ÅAudit published, presented in LA

ÅNo similar mistakes in 10 years+



Åx













Do you use social media?



CASC tweet: 2023



Tweets from May 2025







Take a look at Blueskyé











Focusing on NCAs



Local case studies








