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News Release

Immediate
 Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership appoints quality lead
Darren Thorne set to drive revitalisation of local clinical audit 

The Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership, a new organisation funded by the Department of Health to increase the impact that clinical audit has on healthcare quality in England and Wales, has been boosted by the addition of Darren Thorne who joins as  National lead for local quality improvement. 
Reporting to HQIP’s Chief Executive, Robin Burgess, the appointment represents a commitment to the promotion of better healthcare by providing support and advice to those responsible for managing quality improvement work - enabling them to take a lead on improving the quality and effectiveness of clinical care provided.
A proven healthcare quality professional, Darren brings almost 15 years of experience to HQIP and will be instrumental in building a local clinical audit structure for the organisation. With extensive experience in both Primary and Secondary Care at local, regional and national level, Darren will provide day-to-day management of the quality improvement team and its activities, including the promotion of audit to local practitioners and the development of a library of resources for quality improvement. 

Darren joins from Redbridge PCT where he was Assistant Director of Quality Improvement and Patient Safety.  In this role he took the lead for quality improvement, clinical governance, healthcare standards, operational risk management, business continuity 
and emergency preparedness, developing an integrated approach to quality improvement.  
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Darren has also been a leading member of the National Audit and Governance Group and Chair of the South East Clinical Effectiveness Network, and has spent almost 15 years in various healthcare quality related roles.  He not only has extensive quality improvement experience, but also holds the ‘Accredited Security Management Specialist (CFSMS)’ qualification, a Certificate and Diploma in Management Studies and a Diploma in Health Studies Science.
HQIP Chief Executive, Robin Burgess, said ‘We are delighted to have someone of Darren’s calibre joining us and are confident that his experience and track record will be an asset to the organisation. This is an exciting time for HQIP as we work towards revitalising audit and I look forward to working with Darren to build a framework which encourages and facilitates local clinical audit and other quality improvement activities.’ 
Commenting on his decision to join HQIP, Darren said: 'HQIP offers an exciting opportunity to get involved at a ground level and I am delighted to be joining such a dynamic team. I am very much looking forward to taking on the challenge of building a support structure for local clinical audit staff and healthcare professionals.’
Paul Lelliott, HQIP’s Chairman, added: 'This is an important appointment for HQIP and represents our commitment to quality improvement. Revitalsiing local audit is a core activity and I am confident that Darren will deliver.'
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Notes for Editors:
The Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP) was established in April 2008 to promote quality in healthcare, and in particular to increase the impact that clinical audit has on healthcare quality in England and Wales.  It is led by a consortium of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, the Royal College of Nursing and the Long-Term Conditions Alliance.  
HQIP’s first contract is to manage the National Clinical Audit Programme.  This comprises more than 20 clinical audits that cover care provided to people with a wide range of medical, surgical and mental health conditions.  Their purpose is to engage clinicians across England and Wales in systematic evaluation of their clinical practice against standards and to support and encourage improvement in the quality of treatment and care.  HQIP will extend the National Clinical Audit Programme to other areas of healthcare that are considered a priority by the new National Clinical Audit Advisory Group (NCAAG) and by the Department of Health. 

HQIP also works towards the revitalisation of Clinical Audit by:

· promoting and enabling participation in clinical audit and quality improvement initiatives by healthcare professionals of all disciplines and specialties, as well as by patients and service users; 

· creating national and local partnerships between clinicians and patients/service users to optimise the impact of clinical audit; 

· supporting local audit staff and creating seamless links between national and local audit; 

· fostering active dissemination and implementation of audit results within a broader quality agenda; 

· ensuring that evidence about participation in audit, and the results of audit, are used for secondary purposes. These include work-based learning and support of revalidation of healthcare professionals; 

· encouraging and enabling audit in areas of low activity; 

· developing and promoting links with audits outside of the NCAPOP framework; 

· engaging all relevant stakeholders.


“Clinical audit is the process formally introduced in 1993 into the National Health Service (NHS), and is defined as ‘a quality improvement process that seeks to improve patient care and outcomes through systematic review of care against explicit criteria and the implementation of change’.

The key component of clinical audit is that performance is reviewed (or audited) to ensure that what should be done is being done, and if not, to provide a framework to enable improvements to be made.” Source – Department of Health

For more information, contact:
Alison Percival
Communications Manager
Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP)
T  020 7464 4329
E  alison.percival@hqip.org.uk 
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